NEW TEACHING FACILITIES

Photo Gallery: Mike Bender Golf Academy
Opens New Million-Dollar Facility
The Mike Bender Golf Academy spent the past 15
months building a new comprehensive training facility at
Magnolia Plantation in Lake Mary, FL. Mike is welcoming
all Proponent Group members for our Day at the Academy on Wednesday, January 23rd (see page 1 for more
details). If you’re able to join us, this collection of photos

is a preview of what you’ll see at this one-of-a-kind
academy.
We plan to make facility photo essays part of our
regular coverage. If you open a new building or facility
and would like to share photos, please send them and
we’ll publish them in future member newsletters.

The new Mike Bender Golf Academy has a 30-year lease on the property on which it sits at
Magnolia Plantation G.C. in Lake Mary, FL. The lease includes the space for the practice tee, a
5,000 square foot building, Mike’s MEGSA Perfect Practice Equipment, a 9,000 square foot putting green, a pitching green complete with two full-size bunkers and ten 25-foot flag poles that
fly the flags of the countries of students who are on property that week. In 2012, the academy
hosted students from 27 countries from around the globe.
One of the extra touches are the 10 Memorable Moments aluminum signs hanging from each
flag pole (photo at right). Each moment was sponsored by a friend of the academy and each
highlights an outstanding feat by one of the academy’s students including Zach Johnson’s Masters victory. There is room for up to 10 more future Memorable Moments.
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NEW TEACHING FACILITIES
Clockwise from top:
The academy’s main hall
includes a retail area, reception
desk, two bathrooms with
showers.
Bender brought in a shapping crew to add bunkers and
slopes around the new pitching green.
An Uneven Lies Station has
been added to the new main
practice tee. The station has
quickly become a favorite
practice spot for academy
members.
Each teacher has their own
video review room/oﬃce with
12 foot ceiling and full body
mirror.
The academy has its own
maintenance staﬀ which installed the bulkhead, built the
bunkers and manages the turf
on all academy facilities.

[11]

NEW TEACHING FACILITIES
Clockwise from top:
The 900 square foot fitness room
is rented to a physical therapist who
has worked with academy students
for the past six years.
The putting green is 50 yards long
and has a double saddle back to create any combination of breaks.
Mike’s MEGSA Perfect Practice
Equipment gets a workout every day
by the academy students. It is a critical element of the academy’s unique
training environment.
A 360 square-foot putting lab with
four camera video system is tucked
behind the building’s hitting bay.
Because so many of the academy
students are from out of town and
practice all day, the academy includes
a lounge area for students or parents
to relax, catch up on emails, watch
television or eat a snack.
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